ii November
always passes to a deeper stirring of memories. After "Land of
Hope and Glory" had been sung, with accompaniment by the
bands and organ, the lights were dimmed, and clergy and
choir, with the cross and banners of St. George, St. Andrew,
and St. Patrick, moved in procession to the platform. A prayer
was'said, and Cecil Spring Rice's anthem, "I vow to thee, my
country," was sung to a setting by Hoist. Then the audience
stood to join in the hymn "Eternal Father, strong to save" in
grateful memory of Admiral of the Fleet Lord Jellicoe, whose
loss the Legion mourns this year.
As the hymn ended, gardeners and caretakers who had
come from the British War Cemeteries in France and Flanders
entered. All light slowly faded out, except at one point, where at
a rostrum on the platform the King could be seen standing
alone.
A roll of drums shook the silence which had fallen, and on a
screen there appeared a picture of crosses in a shell-battered
area in the Ypres sector—a war-time cemetery. Drummers of
the Grenadier Guards sounded t(Last Post," and again there was
silence. Then the King clearly and slowly spoke the lines:
"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them''
Thousands of firm and fervent voices gave the response: "We
will remember them." A lovely treble voice sang as a solo the
first verse of "The Supreme Sacrifice." The picture on the
screen changed to one of a beautifully tended war cemetery of
to-day, and as a quartet, and then the choir of the London
College of Choristers took up the later verses of the poem,
poppy petals began to drift down from the roof of the hall.
There were over a million petals—one for each of the Empire's
dead—and shadows thrown by a spotlight on the screen seemed
to pile them on the war graves of the photograph. Reveille was
sounded and light again flooded the hall.
The King, who had returned to his box, remained until the
end of the Festival.
the royal commission in palestine
Lord Peel and the other members of the Royal Commission
who are to inquire into the difficulties in Palestine have arrived
in Jerusalem. They are staying at the King David Hotel.
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